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SIR, 


ROM the firſt ſertling of New- England, it has been 
che conſtant practice of all our congregational churches, 
do require a public aſſent to the chief articles of the 
chriſtian faith, as a term of communion in ſpecial ordinan gs. 4 
Nor is there, to this day, one ſuch church, or to be ff, 
not above one, that ever I heard of, but what inſiſts upon 
ſuch a public aſſent, as that, without which, they wilknot _ 
admit any to ſealing ordinances. © Our churches have F 
mula t, which they call the doftrines of faith, or the articles 
of the chriſtian faith." The miniſter publickly reads them 
to ſuch as are to be taken into full communion ; and they 
give their aſſent co them before all the congregation. © Fot 
our churches believe (and act upon it) that none ought to 
be admitted to full communion, but ſuch as are ſound in the 
faith; and that the church has a right to judge of their 
foundnefſs in the faith: and they do judge thoſe to be ſound 
in the faich, who publicly profeſs (acting, to a judgment 
of charity, underſtandingly and boneftly) their aſſent to the 
articles of the chriſtian faith, which they have agreed to, 
and drawn up, to be uſed in the admiſſion of members z 
As they are perſuaded,faid articles do expreſs the true ſenſe 
of the holy ſcriptures. * $8 S 

Mere they convinced, that any of their articles wers 
contrary to ſcripture, I know not of one, or to be ſure nog 
above one, of all our churches, but would immediately 
alter their articles. For we all profeſs, that the bible is 
the only ſtandard, by which our religious ſentiments are to 
be farmed ; and we meao, by but crnde hh 
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önty to bxprefs bur ſenſtebf ſeiiptuts : Not to make a new 
bih'e ; but only to expreſs how we underſtand he bible, that 
God has already made. And this, to the end, that others 
may knb out principles, and we know their's. 
When therefore a number of miniſters, and of private 
gentlemen, who belong to our churches, have in late years 
appeared ſo very zealous againſt creeds and confeſſions, as 
teſts of orthodoxy ; I was at a loſs to know what they 


meant, and what they deſigned, and what alteration they 


would haye in our cuſtoms and practices, if they could 


new model things juſt to their minds. --- Would they have 
men admitted into the church, and appointed public in- 
ſtructors, without any regard to their religious principles? Oc, 
do they not like it, that our articles /hou!d be writ down * 
Or, would they have new creeds drawn up contrary, to our 
preſent, and impoſed on our churches, and our churches not 


allowed to judge for themſelves Or, what do they mean? 


And what would they have? > 
Thus ſtood the caſe in my view, when, two or three 
years ago, hearing that ſomething new was about to be 
publiſhed again} creeds and confeſſions, by a certain ingeni- 
ous gentleman, I ſent the following lines to the printer of 
the Connecticut Gazette, which he was ſo good as to give a 
place in his paper, No. 149. 55 EO DO 
„Jo the Printer, &c. + . | 
As ſeveral pieces of late have been publiſhed againſt 


'* creeds and confeſſions of human compoſure being uſed 
©. © as" teſts of orthodoxy, which are thought not fully to 


teach the merits of the cauſe ; It is delited, that in the 
© next piece ot that nature, the following queſtions may be 


#4 4. anſwe! ed. 8 


© nal conduct, need be inquired into; and they may be 
< admitted to ſealing ordinances in the church of Chriſt, 
For be licenſed to preach, and ordained to the work of 

11 ne dende ie We Lern. 
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0 he ;niftr or be ' employed as preſſ depts "fellows, wy 
oem to Tile © care of the Sea ee your, whe? 
©ther they are otthodox, br not. And ſo there will be no 

© need of any teſts of orthodoxy, human or divide. 
But if it be of importance, that they ſhould be found , 
| 1 in the faith, and if their religious An ber be 1 in- 

* quired into; then it is inquired, - Ata 2733F, 

. * Quesr. II. Whether particular chriſtian communi- 
© ties, as well as particular perſons, have not a right to 
6 judge for themſelves, what is the true ſenſe of ſcripture, 
* and what principles are neceſſary, according to the hol 
© ſcriptures, to be believed and profeſſed, in order to an a r 
- miſſion to ſealing ordinances, or to be employed as pa 
lic inſtructors? 4 
© For if particular communities have not a right to * 
* judge for them ſelves, they ought no longer to claim : 
it. But it they may not judge for themſelves, who ſhall 

: Judge for them? Shall all the various ſects 3 pro- 
© teſtants go back to che pope to be ſer right? But if it be 
„granted, "that particular communities have a right to 
judge ſor themſelves, it is inquited, 
© Quesr, III. Why they may not manifeſt, | what is 
their ſeoſe of ſcripture, in writing, as well as by word of 
mouth? 7. e. Why they may not compoſe a written con: 

- © fefſion of faith, to be uſed as a teſt of orthodoxy. ? 

Till a good anſwer to theſe queſtions can be given, it 4 
is not to be expected, that the ule of creeds aſe cone | 
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A zeſt is that by which we try r to — — 4 
es. The bible is the 1%, by which we try N diſcover W 
ther they be divine truths, A con faith is a wh 
wWe try ele who offer to be of 6 1 1. 
Whether they are orthodox, i i. e. whether they believe thoſe dotrines 
which we judge true, and neceſſary to be profeſſed, ia oder o 
be admitted to communion, c. In this latter ſenſe only ig , 
that the chriſtian church ever maintained, that confeſſions of hy- 


Man compoſure might be uſed, as'te/fs of an * P refer. 
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| Human canons and confeſſions.” Edit. 2. P. 78. 
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ons ſhould be laid aſide. And they are propoſed to the 
public with a deſire they may be anſwered, with that 
« ſcriouſnels and good nature, with which all religious 
« controverſies ought to be managed. And ſuch an an- 
< ſwer ſhall be attended to, with an honeſt defire to know 
< the tyuth, by Paulinus. 
« Derem. 24, 1757. 
And now after above two years to conſider of the mat- 
ter, you, my good friend Scipiuriſta, have been ſo kind ay 
to give a pubiic anſwer to my three queſtions, For which 
(altho* you have miſunderſtood me in a very material point) 
I return you my public thanks: And it you ſpeak not 
only your own Lal, but the ſenſe of your whole party, I 
onde conceive we are not ſo far apart in this particular 
controverſy, but that it may pretty eaſily be ſettled,to the 


ſatistection of all concerned. For, it I underſtand you right, 


you have granted the whole I deſigned ; and diſputed a- 
gainſt a point, which no denomination of Chriſtians ever 
maintained: Beſure none in New- England. For, 

I. You not only grant, but contend earneſtly for what 
we all lay down as our firſt principle, and fundamental 
maxim, viz. That not creeds, nor confeſſions, but be 
Icriptures of the old and neui teſtament are the only rule of 


 fanth ; by which we are, each one for our ſelves, to be de- 
termined what to believe in matters of religion 3 and to 


which the final appeal i is to be made by all denominations 
of chriſtians ; and by which they ought to decide all their 
xeligious controverſies. Our creeds are to expreſs nothing 
but what we verily believe to be the true ſenſe of ſcripture. 
And it any think, we miſtake the true ſenſe of ſcripture, 
the diſpute is to be decided, not by our creeds, but by the 
ſcripture ; comparing ſcripture with ſcripture, So faith 
our platform ; and this we are fully agreed in.“ The 
ſmalſeſt grain of an inſpired teſtimony.” ſays Profeſſor Dunlop, 
in his piece on creeds and confeſſions, * is momentous 
enough, in a juſt ballance, to weigh down a cart: load of 
II. You | 
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II. You grant, that ſome of the principles of religion 
© are ſo important, that none ought to be admitted to leal- 
ing ordinances, or to be employed as public inſtructors, 
© who do not profeſs to believe them.” (p. 3.) Yea, you 
grant, that tho* they do at firſt profeſs to believe them, yet 
if afterwards it appears they do not, © miniſters ought to 
be ſilenced; (p. 13.) and by parity of reaſon, church- 
members cenſured. ' You grant this, I ſay ; and there fore 
to lilence and excommunicate fuch, if they continue ob- 
ſtinate, provided it be done with a chriſtian temper, is ſo 
far from being perſecution, that you look upon it a chriſtian 
duty; according to Tit, iii. 10. 

And thus far you agree with the church of Chriſt in all 
ages of the world. $I 

III. And you alſo grant fully, juſt as fully as I would 
have you, that particular chriſtian communities, as well as 
particular perſons, have a right --- not had à right once, 
ten or twenty years ago, but every day of their lives 
have a right to judge for themſelves, what is the true 
+. ſenſe of ſcripture ; and what principles are neceſſary, ac- 


* cording to the holy ſcriptures, to be believed and pro- 
feſſed, in order to an admiſſion to ſealing ordinances, or 


© to be employed as public inſtructors.” (p. 4.) 
And if they have a right to judge for themſelves, you 
muſt grant, that it is their duty to exerci/e this right, and 


not remain in ſuſpenſe ; but come to a judgment: not 


to be ever learning, and never come to the knowledge of the 


truth, like thoſe condemned by the apoſtle, 2 Tim. iii. 7. 
But rather to believe with al ibe heart, and to continue 
in the things which they bave learned, and been aſſured of. 


® % 


Ver 1. ©: 4 


Tea, how can a chriſtian church admit any to commu- 


nion, or ſettle a miniſter, until firſt they are agreed, what 


principles are orthodox and neceſſary? - It they put 


dff coming to a judgment, and agree upon nothing as a 
rule for themſelves to act by, in the admiſſion of members, 
or ſetilement of a miniſter, * to be of any force till they 


are 
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are dead, (p. 11.) then they muſt admit no members, and 
ſettle no miniſters, till they get into the next world: Or 
elſe muſt admit members, and ſettle miniſters, on this max- 
im, that it is no matter what men's principles be, if their 
lives are but good.“ Which (till you will not allow. There 
is an abſolute neceſſity, therefore, upon your own princi- 
ples, that chriſtian communities ſettle theſe points, and a- 
gree, what principles are neceſſary, even at their firſt for- 
mation. | "a | 
And ſurely a right to judge for themſelves does by. no 
means imply, that they muſt never come to a judgment, 
never be grounded and ſetiled in a firm belief of all the great 
and important doctrines of the goſpel ; but always be as 
unſteady hilarer, loft to and fro, and carried about, like 
leaves in autumn, with every wind of dotIrine, by the fleight 
of men, and cunning craſtineſs, whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ceive; for this is expreſly contrary to the word of God. 
(Col. i. 23. Epb. iv. 14.) And equally contrary to common 
jenſe. For a right to judge for our ſelves is ſo far from be- 
ing inconſiſtent with our coming to a judgment, that it can 
be of no uſe to us, but as it is improved to this end. 
But you ſay, We muſt alter our belief, it afterwards 
we ſce juſt cauſe for it.” (p. 5, 11, 19.) True; and ſo we 
maſt give up the bible itſelf, if we /e juſt cauſe for it: And 
ceaſe any longer to believe, that two and two, make four, 
if we ſee juſt cauſe for it. But what then? Muſt we 
therefore never cometo a judgment about the plaineſt and 
moſt evident matters ? Or do you think, that the great 
truths of the goſpel cannot be clearly determined from the 
bible? I hope, that believing the great doctrines of the 
goſpel, with all ihe beart, with a full aſſurance of faith, 
yea, with all the riches of the full aſſurance of underſtanding, 
in the manner true Chriſtians did in the apoſtolic age 
(Adds viii. 37. Col. ii. 2. 1 Thef. i. 5. Heb. x. 22.) does 
not appear in your eyes like a groundleſs confidence, a faith 
built on no ſolid, rational, laſting evidence. I hope, you 
. would aot-haye.the minds of Carbone 2/0648 eee 
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. and unſettled in their belief, like a u. of the fea ; and fo; 
in conſequence hereof, they be unſtable in all their ways, 
like thoſe condemned in Jam. i. 6, 7, 8. Nor can I per- 
ſuade my elf, that you think, a firm and perſevering 
belief of chriſtianity is inconſiſtent with the impartiality 
of an honeſt man, who is a free inquirer after truth: And 
that there is no way to be a ſtrong believer, but by being 
a great bigot. If indeed you are thus far gone into ſcep- 
riciſm, and feel-your ſelf thus at a total loſs, what to believe, 
and what to diſbelieve; wonder not, you ſhould be for de- 
Jaying to draw up a creed for your ſelf, leſt you ſhould 
ſoon alter your mind, arid get into another ſcheme of reli- 
gion, a ſcheme condemned by your former creed. But 
methinks, to put off till Aer death,” is too long, if you 
intend to be ſaved at laſt by chriſtianity. But it it is no 
matter what men's principles be, if their lives are but good; 
all is well, whether you ever get ſettled in your e 
in this world, or in the world to come. 

But why need I thus reaſon with you ? For whatever 
ſound ſome of your words may ſeem to have, and however 
ſome of your readers may underſtand 'you ; yer you Cane 
not really mean, that chriſtians, or chriſtian' communities 
ſhould delay,and pur off their being ſettled, fully ſettled, in 
the belief of the great doctrines of the goſpel. / For you do 
expreſly grant, it is of ſo great importance, that men 
be ſound in the faith, that they muſt not be admitted to 
communion, or ordained to the work of the miniſtry, with» 
out it. Which ſuppoſes, the great truths of the goſ- 
pel are fo plain and evident, that they may and ought ta 
be known and believed; and chriſtian communities to be 
well ſettled in theſe chings, even at their firſt foundation. 

IV. You grant, That particular chriſtian communities 
may manifeſt their ſenſe of [ſcripture 1 in writing, as well 
p © as by word of mouth” (p. 5.) i. e. they may compoſe 
5 creeds. For a creed (which comes from credo, to believe) 
1 conſiſts of a number of articles, which 1 believe to be taught in 
; the boly ſcriptures, And what particular uſe is to be 2 


8. 
of their ereed by chriſtian communities, you have already 
virtually granted. For, = 
V. Altho' this clauſe, * A written confeſſion of faith to 
be uſed as a teſt of orthodoxy,* does really ſurpriſe you,” 
(p. 6.) taken in the frigbiſul ſenſe you have put upon it; 
yet taken in the ſenſe I deſigned the words, it ſeems, you 
fully approve the thing. The name, a teſt of orthodoxy," 
frights you; and no wonder, conſidering the frightful idea 
you put to the words: But the bing deſigned by that 
name, ſeems quite familiar to your mind. For there are 
ſome religious principles, which appear to you of ſo great 
importance, that you would neither admit to ſealing or- 
dinances, nor to the office of a public inſtru@or, thoſe who 
would not profeſs them. And theſe principles, you fully 
believe, are taught in the holy ſcriptures. So that in the 
ſenſe | uſe words, they are your creed, and your /eft of or- 
thodoxy. For you believe them, and inſiſt upon the pro- 
feſſion of them as a term of communion. And poſſibly their 
evidence appears to you ſo clear and full, that you are per- 
ſuaded you never ſhall, and in fact you never will, alter 
your belief as to them. And yet you are no bigot : but 
rather you profeſs to ſtand ready to alter your belief, when 
you ſee juſt cauſe for it.“ However, till then, you would 
join to ſilence and excommunicate a miniſter, who ſhould 
be proved guilty of groſs hereſy, according to your notions 
of hereſy, i. e. according to your creed, uſed as a teſt of 
orthodoxy. (p. 13.) Ky | 
| Yea, it is plain, you have no notion of any poſſible way 
for you to judge of your neighbour's belief, whether it be 
what you call orthodox, or not, but by comparing it with 
your creed, i. e. with what you believe to be the true ſenſe of 
ſcripture. For, as you ſay (p. 20.) © haviag ſettl-d your 
principles according to your undet ſtanding of ſcripture, 
you do neceſſarily judge of particular caſes according 
to them, or agreably to your. own judgment of the true 
* meaning of the ſcriptures.” Nor indeed, (ir, has any bo- 
27 cle zap other yay af e, < For there 6-28.00 
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other. And, in fact, all parties, however they differ in 
their diſputes, yet agree to a tittle in their conduct: They 
all have but one and the ſame way to judge of their neigh- 
bour's orthodoxy, viz, By comparing their neighbour's 
profeſſion, with what they themſelves believe to be the true 
meaning of the ſcripture, i. e. with their own creed. For 
we mult judge by what we believe to be the true ſenſe of 
ſcripture, or not make the ſcripture our rule of judgment, 
in any. reſpect at all. * 8 

So chat it is plain, that all the great zeal, loud out- 
cries, and hot diſputes againſt creeds and confeſſions being 
uſed as a teſt of orthodoxy, muſt have. ariſen from ſome 
miſunderſtanding of the caſe; or elſe men have nor 
been honeſt ; but rather diſputed againſt creeds in general, 
merely becauſe they hate and want to get rid of, the eſta- 
bliſhed creed of their country. Had it not been for this 
circumſtance, they might have been as great friends to 
creeds and confeſſions as, any of their reighbours.--- Now 
which of theſe, my friend, is the caſe with you? Do you 
hate Calviniſm ? Do you diſpute againſt creeds, becauſe 
you diſbelieve our confeſſion of faith, and want to get rid 
of it? No, you ſay. The maa is © guilty of ſcandal, who 
imputes any ſuch corrupt deſign to you.” (p. 28.) Very 
well, fir z--- It remains therefore, chat your diſlike of creeds, 
B as 
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* The admirers of Dr. Taylor, look upon thoſe as orthodox, 
who underſtand the fcripture as he has explained it. For they 
eſteem his writings, * as being a juſt expoſition of the word of 
God in thoſe doctrines or articles which are contained in them.” 
Nor would they chooſe a man to inſtruc their children in divi- 
nity, who did not judge of truth and error, as Dr. Taylor does. 
And why ſhould they condemn that in others, which they ap- 
prove of in themſelves ? Or why ſhould they defire to miſtepre- 
ſent it to the. world, when at the ſame time, rightly underſtood, 
they, and all the world muſt agree to juſtify it? --- Let them 
confute, if they can, what we mean to maintain. Or if the 
know they cannot, let them own it: And not try to blacken, by 
miſrepreſentations, what they dare not but juſtify, rightly re- 
preſented, | 


FIN 
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as teſts of orthodoxy, muſt be founded on ſome miſtaxen 
notion of the thing. Which miſtaken notion, were it re- 
moved, all the diſlike of fo orthodox, and ſo honeſt a man, 
would immediately ceafe.--- And accordingly, it is obſer- 
vable, that having, in your letter, granted the whole I de- 
ſigned, by my three queſtions, to lead gentlemen on your 
fide, to feel they muſt grant, or turn ſcepticks, on the one 
hand ; or deprive particular chriſtian communities of their 
right to judge for themſelves, and act according to their 
own conſciences, on the other: I ſay, having granted the 
whole I deſigned, you ſtate a queſtion abſolutely of your 
own making, and ſet your ſelt to diſpute againſt a point 
no denomination of Chriftians, ever profeſſed to maintain. 
To be ſure, it appears to me fo very abſurd, that, inſtead 
of it's being efpouſed by almoſt all Chriſtians ſince the reign 
of Conſtantine the great, as you imagine; I very much 
doubt whether there ever was in any age, ſo much as one 
man of tolerable ſenſe, that meant to hold it. You indeed 
inſinuate that à certain gentleman maintains it. But I dare 
ſay, you can no ſooner get him to believe it, than you can 
to believe, that the ſame thing may be, and not be, in the 


j ame ſenſe and at the ſame time. And it is not fair to put 


a meaning to a man's words, he never intended. 

VI. The gueftion you diſpute againſt, is this, Whether 
< particular chriſtian communities, having drawn up in 
writing, a confeſſion of faith; agreable to their preſent 
judgment, of the true ſenſe of ſcripture, have not juſt 
* right and authority, to impoſe it on themſelves, and all 
their members, as a teſt of orthodoxy, and term of com- 
* munion; and for the future uſe is as fuch ?* (p. 6.) By 
the word © impoſe you afterwards explain your ſelf to mean, 
they oblige tbemſelves ta uſe it as a teſt of ortbodexy as long as 
Ibey live; even altho* they are in fact, afterwards convinced, 
that it is not orthodox ; Or in other words, they bind them- 
ſelves to believe profcſs and pratiice according to it, and not. 
10 alter in the leaſt, althg* * they fee juſt cauſe for? alteration. 


(P. 11,---19 ) | 8 
Strange 
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Strange notion ! Bind themſelves not to aller their belief, 
altho* afterwards * they ſee juſt reaſon for it J.. But if I do, 
in fact, ſee juſt reaſon io alter my belief, i. e. what appears 
to me to be juſt reaſon, I cannot but alter my belief. It is 
not in my power to believe a doctrine to be taught in ſcrip- 


ture, while at the ſame time I am fully convinced, it is not 


taught there, And no man living ever meant to oblige 
himſelf to this. Indeed, it would be to oblige himſelt to an 
abſolute contradiction ; to believe a thing toe, and not te be, 
in the ſame ſenſe, and at the ſame time,--- For as I before 
ſaid, a creed conſiſts of a number of articles, which I believe 
are taught in the ſacred ſcriptures. And therefore ſaid ar- 
ticles are not my creed it I do not believe that they are taught 
in the ſcripture. But to believe they are taught in ſcripture, 
and to believe that they are not taught in ſcripture, at the 
{ame time, is to believe a thing 4 be and not to be; which 


is what you mult be ſenſible, on the leaſt reflection, no man 


ever meant to do.-- If the church of Rome is vain enough 
to believe herſelf infallible; yet ſhe never was ſo abſurd as 
profeſſedly to oblige her ſelf ro perſervere in her belief of 
her own infallibility, altho* in time to come ſhe ſhould be 
tully convinced of her miſtake. 

* They may not alter their principles? (you ſay, p. 11.) 
© or at leaſt their profeſſion afterwards, tho? on further in- 
* quiry, they ſhould think they had miſtaken the ſenſe of 
© icripture at firſt.”z. e. they are obliged to proceed to fence 


a miniſter, or cenſure a private chriſtian, as an beretick, di- 


rectly againſt the light of their own conſciences, when they 
are fully perſuaded they are ſound in the faith, the error 
not being in them, but in their own creeds.-- To ſet which 
notion in all its horrors, you tell a long ſtory of a church. 
trial, carried on upon this ſcheme, and conclude with ſay- 
ing, That if the church have a right to make a contrary, 
judgment, if they ſee juſt reaſon for it,” then teſts of ortho- 
.  doxy muſt be given up. (p. 19.) So that this is the preciſe 
notion of tes of orthodoxy, with which you are ſo terribly 
frighted, and againſt which you diſpute ſo zealouſly, as 
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having in all ages of the church 1 the grand ſcource of 
all impcFtion, tyranny, and perſecution. Altho' at the ſame 
time, it does not appear, that this notion of a eſt of ortho- 
doxy, was ever embraced by any chriſtian church in the 
world. 

Among all the reformed churches, none are more zeal- 
ous ſor crecds and con eſſions as teſts of orthodoxy, than 
the chuich of Scotland. And Mr. Dunlop, proleſſor of 
divinity in the aziverſity oi Edinburgh, in his preface to 
their cenfeſſion, who wrote ro thew the juſti ice, reaſonableneſs 
and neceſſity ot it, as a PUBLIC STANDARD OF OR- 
2e, may be ſuppoſed to ſpeak the common ſenſe 
of that church, But he expreſly faith, edit. 2. p. 143. 
According to the principles of our confeſſion, every man 
would ſearch after the truth with the utmoſt we kr 
ty; attend to the voice of divine revelaticn, tho? 
may ſound very differently in his ears from the poblic C 
ſtandard ot any faliible church.---T'is baſe and inglorious 
for any perſon to deſſemble the truth, when he diſcovers 
It, or neglect any proper means of ſpreading it in the 
world, becauſe he may thereby diſoblige the majority 
and loſe their favours.”--- Again, p. 147. As gocd men 
will never ſubſcribe a conſeſſion but when perſuaded in 
their conſciences of the conformity of its aticles to di- 
vine revelation ; ſo they'l with courage oppoſe themſelves 
to it, when convinced of their error, they'l not be afraid 
openly to abandon it, and will prove as zealous in pro- 
moting, what they now ſee to be the mind of God in the 
ſcripture, as if there had never been ſuch a thing as a hu- 
man creed in the world. Thus far this author, celebrated 
by all the friends of creeds and confeſſions, as one who has 
written genteelly and unanſwerable.--- Read him, my good 
Scipturiſia, and anſwer him fairly, and we'll all come over 
to your ſide. For we all maintain, that we have a right 
to change our ſentiments, hen we ſee juſt reaſon for it. 
But ' till then, we ought to perſevere in the truth, how 
much miſrepreſented 1oever it is; yea, altho' dreft up as 
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abfurd in it ſelf, and the native ſource of almoſt all evil. 
But fince you are ſo orthodox and ſo honeſt a man, 
and apparently a man of ſenſe, pray let me ſtand and won- 
der a little, and in my turn be really ſurpriſed,* how you 
ever came to think the chriſtian church in all ages meant to 
eſpouſe teſts of orthodoxy in the ſenſe you have charged upon 
them. Can you produce any hiſtory to prove that this was 
the caſe in the primitive times, or in later ages? Does 
Euſebius ſay ſo, or the celebrated Du Pin? Does Sleiden, or 
Burnet,orNeal,or Bowers, or any other hiſtorian of credit? — 
To be ſure, ſo honeſt a man as you, would not charge ſo 
black and abſurd an opinion upon the chriſtian church in all 
ages, out of pure wilful malice, on purpoſe te bring an 
odium upon all the friends of creeds: And how a man of 
your good ſenſe could poſſibly be guilty of ſo groſs a 
miſtake, is very hard to ſay. To attribute it to wiltul 
malice, I cannot ; to attribute it to your ignorance, I do not 
know how to doit. And on the whole, I am really fupri- 
zed.“ You pretend to quote but one author, and it is not 
. only plain from his piece, but he expreſly tells me by word 
of mouth, that he never meant any ſuch thing: But if he 
did, how does this prove that the chriſtian church in all 
ages have been in this ſcheme ? Or what warrant had you 
to raiſe ſuch an evil report againſt the church of Chriſt ? 
As to the Queſtions you ſtate, p. 6,7, 8, &c. The anſwer 
is ſhort. —* Who have right to make ſuch teſts of ortho- 
doxy '? No-body. —+* What principles ſhould be put into 
ſuch teſts* ? None at all. —+ And, who ſhould be bound by 
them'? None in this world, or in the next. | 
But you have ſaid ſo much about impoſition and perſecution, 
(p.21,—28.) that we muſt ſtop here a few minutes, leſt ig- 
norant people ſhould be impoſed on. You do not mean to 
charge your own ſcheme, my good friend, with being a per- 
lecuting ſcheme. Nor- do you think it neceſſary that our 
churches ſhould give up their right to judge for themſelves, 
and become indifferent to all principles, as willing to receive 
an Arminjan, or Socinian, to communion, as an orthodox 
Jö rar own or 008 
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Chriſtian: and particularly declare that it is no matter what 
men's principles be, if their lives are but good: And fo 
commencePagans, Þ in order to avoid the dreadful guilt of 
impoſution and perſecution. Pray, my good Scripturiſta, do tell 
me, who acts the manly, honeſt part, and who the part of 
an impoſer and perſecutor ? | 

Ariſtocles was educated in aSocinian church atSiena. One 
article of their faith was, that Jeſus Chriſt is a mere creature, 


. . who never had any exiſtence before he was born of the Virgin 


Mary. And they profeſſed to underſtand all thoſe texts of 
ſcripture which ſpeak of his divinity,to imply no more than 
that he was God by office. — Ariſtocles at the age of ſixteen, 
Joined in full communion with the church, and publickly 
gave his aſſent to their creed. — At the age of twenty-four, 
the former miniſter being dead, Ariſtocles was choſen his 


ſucceſſor, and put into poſſeſſion of all their par ſonage lands 


tor life, on condition he ſhould continue to preach the 
doctrines embraced by that particular church. Which, not 
having ſtudied the controverſy, he inadvertently engaged to 
do, being by the influence of education full in the Socinian 
ſcheme. —However, within two years after his ordination, 
having carefully ſearched the ſcriptures, Ariſtocles was fully 
convinced of his error, and became a ſound believer -and a 
good man. And having counted the colt, he came to a 
full reſolution, at the riſque of all his outward comforts, 
honeſtly to inform his church & congregation of the change 
of his ſentiments ; and to preach up the divinity and ſatu- 
faion of Chriſt, and endeavour to ſet theſe points in the 
cleareſt light-from the holy ſcriptures. And at the ſame 

* time 


— 


+ The Pagans in the apoſtolic age exceedingly cried out againſt 
the chtiſtian ſect, for damning all parties but their on, i. e. for 
preaching as their Maſter had bid them, he that believeth not ſhall be 
ary” | 


ther: And ſo they all joined to look upon the chriſtian ſect, as 


unſocial and inimical to the human kind, See WFarburton's Div, 


Log, Rs 


r. xvi. 16. For all the various tribes of heathen idolaters, 
with all their different Gods, were in full charity with one ano- 


| 
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time honeſtly to acknowjedge to his people, that he had 
broken the covenant, which, in the times of his ignorance, 
he had made with them; and ſo forfeited all claim to the 
church's parſonage lands, which accordingly he reſigned. 
And now, ſays he, if you will chooſe me for your miniſter, 
* as I am, I am willing to ſerve you; but I claim no right 
to IMPOSE a Calviniſt miniſter upon a Socinian church. — 
And pray, fir, did not this man act an honeſt part? + 
Authades in another part of the chriſtian word, where 
Calviniſm was the only eſtabliſhed religion, in his youth, 


Joined with the cherch where he lived; and publickly gave 


his aſſent, according to cuſtom, to the articles of the chriſti- 
an faith, as contained in their formula, which were ſtrictly 
Calviniſtical, altho* the church was grown very lax in exa- 
minations, without which, formulas, tho' never fo good, will 
not anſwer the end. He did not believe their articles at 
the time, but it was for his credit to be a church- member; 
therefore he kept his infidelity to himſelt,and made a pub. 
lick profeſſion. Ar length the miniſter, a good old Cal- 
viniſt, died. The church & congregation invited gui bade. 
to be his ſucceſſor. All the time he was on probation, his 
chief ſtudy was to conceal himfelf: For by this time, he 

an to be full in the Socinian ſcheme, He generally 


preached on moral ſubjects, as they gave him the /argeſt 
| | ſcope 
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Did I theretore alter my notions as to articles of faith, which 
© I had once ſubſcribed, and came to perceive the falſehood of 
them, would think my felf obliged to follow the dictates of my 
© own conſcience.--- I would endeavour alſo by all due means 
© to eee the church, to which I belonged, to change their 
faith alſo :--- But if I were not able, - it would be extremely 
fooliſn to fancy that they would act directly contrary to their 
« own principles, in continuing me their miniſter, and endowed 
© ing me with that ſalary, which they had alotted to a pa/for that 
© ſhould teach them doctrines which I had found my ſelf oblig- 
ed to abandon. And it were abſurd to imagine that tho he who 
* ſerve the altar, ſhould live by the altar, that yet I ſhould live by an 
© altar which I had abandoned, ſet up one in oppoſition to, and 
indeed endeavoured to overthrow.” Dunlop on coeds, p. 9h, 


— 
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ſcope for popular declamation, and the beſt advantages to 
hide his principles. It at any time he preached on original 
fin, regeneration, juſtification, the ſatisfattion of Chriſt, or the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, as he was obliged ſometimes ro 
do, to prevent their ſuſpicions ; he took the greateſt care 
to expreſs himſelf ſo, as that his ſecret ſentiments ſhould 
not be diſcovered by the people. However, ſome of the 
more judicious ſort ſuſpected him, and feared he meant to 
act a part: Nevertheleſs, a great majority invite him to 


ſettle, and he is ordained, | He expreſly covenants to preach 


to them according to their calviniſtic articles of faith; and 
on this condition, they engage to pay him £.100 per annum. 
He knew they would not ſettle him, if he did not delude 
them. And he {till knows he cannot keep poſſeſſion of 
the C. 100 per annum, unleſs he can keep them deluded: 
Therefore he uſes all his art to conceal himſelf from the 
congregation in general; and in the mean time, is equally 
cunning to make proſelytes to the Socinian ſcheme, in a ſe- 
cret under- handed way. At length, having made a party, 
ne begins to take courage; and ſlily dreſſes up Calviniſts, 
as bigots, end vital piety as entbuſiaſm; and more openly de- 
claims againſt creeds and confeſſions, as impoſitions and engines 
of perſecution, the reſult of a proud and domineering ſpirit : 
And is a word, the fatal ſource of all miſchief. For ſo they 
feel to him, For as he that deth evil bateih the light ;, fo 
he that he is an heretick hates orthodox creeds and con- 
ſeſſions. - Poor Authades! He knows very well, that if his 
church and congregation could ſtrip off his falſe colours, and 
get legal proof of his true character, he muſt loſe his C. 100 
per annum. He thinks it no roguery for him to impeſe upon 
his church, and cheat them out of their money, & out of their 
principles; but he thinks it would be a piece of the greateſt 
tyranny and themoſt cruel and barbarous perſecution, if they 
ſhould find him our, & prove him to be a Socinian,& as ſuch, 
have him ſilenced, & take away his £.100 per annum. — Thus 
this man lives, and thus he dies; and to be ſure, you will, 
good Scripturiſta, join with me to look upon and abhor him, 
as a thoro* pradtiſed knave. TS 3 For 
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| For you grant, the calviniſtic church had *a right to judge 
* for themſelves, what was the true ſenſe of ſcripture, and 
what principles were neceſſary, according to the Bug 
ſcriptures, to be believed and profeſſed, in order to be ad- 
mitted to ſealing ordinances, or to be employed as a 
publick ioſtructor.“ And if they had a right to do ſo, 
their doing ſo was no impoſition upon Authades ; but Au- 

thades was the only man guilty of impoſition. He impoſed 

b upon the church, when he joined with it at firſt: he ſtill in 
a higher degree impoſed upon the church and congregation 

too, when he ſettled in the work of the miniſtry among 

them. He wanted their money. He obtained it firſt by 
diſſimulation, and kept it thro' his whole life, by one feries 

of deceit. 3 

And if calviniſtic churches in the chriſtian world, in this 

corrupt age, have reaſon to ſcar, that there are too many of 
Autbades's character, the very wolves in ſheep's clothing, our 
Saviour warned us to beware of, (Matt. vii.'15.) can you 

deſire, that inſtead of obeying the divine counſel, they 
mould tamely reſign their © right to judge tor themſelves ;* 
and admit to ſealing ordinances and to the work of the 
miniſtry, any that offer, without any regard to their prin- 

ciples ; and ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon in the 
higheſt degree, to the great injury of themſelves, and of 

their poſterity, only to avoid the bitter reſentments of fuch 

men as Authades, who will cry out, Impofition ! Impoſetion ! 
Perſecution ! Perſecution ! it you only inſiſt on your right, as 
chriſtians, to know the articles of their belief, and refuſe to 

| admit themto communion & into the miniſtry,unleſs they ap- 
F pear to be ſound in the faith ?--No,fr,you can, conſiſtent with 
your own avowed principles, defire no ſuch thing. -— But 
rather, as Chriſt has made it the indiſpenſable duty of all 
his followers, openly to profeſs the doctrines of his holy | 
religion, (Mat. x. 22,32,33.) charged them to beware of _ | 

falſe prophets, (Mat. vil. 15.) and commended them for 
trying aad detecting falſe pretenders, (Rev. ii. 2.) And as 
even common ſenſe teaches, that the diſciples of Chriſt have 
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a patural right to Know, and judge of the religious ſenti- 
ments of thoſe who claim to be- their Fellow. diſcipies, and 
expect to be treated as ſuch ; lo inſtead. of diſcountenan- 
cing the little concern of calviniſtic churches in the preſent 
day, to be conſiſtent with your ſelf, you, who cannot bear 
to be thought not a Calvin}, ought rather to blame their 
too great indifference, and call upon them to awake, ſtand 
upon their guard, and watch, Jeſt cunning deceitful men 
ſlily creep in, and before we are aware, bring another goſpel 
into our pulpits, and the utmoſt contuſion and diſcord in- 
to our churches : For how can we walk together, except we 
be agreed ? (Amos iii. 3.) Or, keep the unily of the ſpirit in 
the bond of peace; except we have one n one Lord, one 
baptiſm ? (Eph. iv. 374,5. ) 
But perhaps you'll ſay, © The Calviniſts are too ſuſpici- 
< ous already. There are no Arminians, no Arians, no So- 
« cinigns, &c. among us. The cry is raiſed by deſigning 


* men, merely to anſwer political ends“ — Oh, my "good 


Scripiuriſta! O that this were indeed the cale ! O that our 
Tears were quite groundleſs! How ſoon would I believe it, 
if you could help me to *ſcequſl reaſon for it! But how 
would the party,thro* Netv- England, laugh at our credulity 
in Conntdticut, it their friends among vs, Could make us be- 
125 all to be ſale, till they cculd carry their points Bere, 

5 they have eſeubere?— In Ner- Ilanꝑſbire province, this 
party have actually, three years ago, got things ſo ripe, that 
they have ventured to new model our r ſhorter catecbi/m,to al- 


ter, or entirely leave out the docirines of theTrinity, of the de- 


crees, of cur firſt parents being created holy, of original in, 
Chriſt' s ſatisfying divine juſtice, Fectudl calling, juſtifcation, 


adoplion, ſantiification, aſſurance of God's love, perſeverance in 


grace, &c. and to adjuſt the whole to Dr. Taylor s ſcheme: 
And gan their preſace to this new catechiſm, they tell the 
world, that * The ſnafling of party-bigots will be little re- 
garded :* i. e. if all the Calviniſts 1 in the country are diſoblig- 


<Q, to ſee their whole ſcheme given up, b den' care. They 


look upon us all as ſnar/ing . Ligci not to be regarded, 
1 ns 
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This is honeſt. Now. they ſpeak their hearts, and tell the 
world, how they fee] !—Come from Net- Hampſbire along 
to Boſton, and there, ſee a celebrated D. D. the head of a large 
party! He boldly ridicules the doctrine of the Frinity, and 
denies the doctrine of juſtification by faith alone, in the ſight + 
of ajl the' country, in his book of ſermons. — Come nearer 
home, come to Wallingford, fee there, a young gentleman, 
bold to ſettle in the miniſtry, altho' oppoſed as an heretick 
by near half the town : Obſerve, and fee how he conducts. 
How backward to let his prope know his religious ſenti- 
ments, while on probation ! How refolved, never to be ex- 
amined by the conſoriation, let it coſt what it would, tho? 

charged with hereſy, and cited to appear before them | 
Yea, altho* his oppoſers offer to accept him for their mini- 
ſter, if upon examination he ſhould appear to be ſound in 
the faith! And yet under theſe, even under theſe circum- 
ſtances, he could find miniſters to ordain him! 

And how does this young gentleman conduct ſince his 
ordination ? Does he convince the town that he is a found 
Calviniſt; as he might eafily do, if he were? No, ſar from 
it. Yea, notwithſtanding his oppoſers (who, before his 
ordination had offered to receive him for their miniſter, if 
upon examination by their conſociation, he ſhould be ap- 
proved as ſound in the faith) now ſince his ordination renew 
the ſame offer: Tea, are willing to leave it to another con- 
ſociation, (viz. Hari ſord ſouth) then convened at//allingford; 
and if they approve him, declare they will accept him for 
their miniſter: Yet Mr. Dana refuſes to do it. He had ra- 
ther run the venture of all conſequences, than be examin- 
ed by them! The town may break, himſelf be depoſed, and 
non-communion be declared againſt him and his party: 
But let it coſt what it will, he is reſolved he will not be ex- 
amined by them But why Ae knew the conſociation 
mult approve him as orthodox, if he appeared to believe our. 
confeſſion of faith: And thus the whole controverſy might 
have been ſettled in an hour or two; which now ais not 
likely to be ſergled theſe many years, And he knew it 
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was no matter whether the conſociation had jurisgi ion or 
not, if both he and his oppoſers could have agreed to ſubmit 
the affair to them. But he was reſolved not to do it: And 
why all this, if he was a {ound heliever, I can't conceive. * 

Nor is this all: For he has ſince theſe things even in- 
troduced a new met hd of taking perſons into full communion 
with the church, A method, which however ſuited to the 
latiludinarian ſcheme, yet is intirely ſubverſive of the very 
foundation on which all our churches in New: England were 
originally ſettled. To be ſure, it appears ſo to me; and 
becauſe I would fain know your opinion of ir, I will relate 
the caſe, and ſtate ee queſtions for you to anſwer, in your 
next letter to your friend Paulinus. The caſe is this; 
The firſt church in Fallingford, under the Rev. Mr. Street 
their firſt miniſter, were formed a calviniſtic church. The 
aoTrines of faith, winch they drew up, to be uſed in the ad- 
miſnon of members, vere ſrictly calviniſtic. This form 
has been uſed in that church ever ſia ce, in the admiſſion of 
members. Their former miniſters, having publickly read 
it before all the Congregation, uſed to ſay to the perſons 8 44 
be admitted, 75e articles 7 the chriſtian faith you give your 
ent unto. Inſtead of which, Mr. Dana, their preſent mi- 
niſter (il he may be ſo called after depolition) ſays, Theſe T 
articles of ie cortfiian faiib you give your aſſent unto, fo far '\ 
as you ivink them agreable to the word of God, — My three 
gueſtions are theſe. 

Quzsr.. I. Does Mr. Dana, or his church. by ſuch a 
proteſſion as above, know what principles perſons pretend 1 
10 be of, whom the thus admit to ſpecial ordinances? Can 
they by ſuch a profeſſion know, whether they mean to be | 
Papift:, or Proteftaits, Socinians, Arians, Pelagians, Armi- 
nians, or Antinomians ? If they cap, pray tell me how? For 
all cheſe different denominations ? believe, and may profeſs 10 
believe, theſe calviniſtic articles of tairh, ſo far as they think 
them 10 be apreable io the word of Gad. Bur 
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* For the facts above, the reader is referred to Mr. Eells 
Rem ar s 05, &c. 


But if, by this PRO you grant Mr. Dara and Bis 
church cannot form any proper judgment of the principles. 
of thoſe, who are this admitted, whether they are Papr/ts, 
or Proteflants, Sociniant, Arians, &c. I would inquire, 

 QuesrT. II. Are Papiſir, Socinians, Arians, &c. all of 
them orthodox enough to be admitted to ſealing ordinan- 
ces? If not 

Qvxsr. III. How can Mr. Dana's conduct, in this affair, 
be vindicated, who receives members upon a profeſſion, 
which any heretick in the chriſtian world can make, and 
fill retain all his errors? 

Will it do, to ſay, in his excuſe? © That ſome- of his 
church are attached to the calvini/tic ſcheme, in which 
they have been educated ; and will be offended. if he lays 
alide their old doctrines of faith, and makes a new creed, of 
a different ſtamp : And perhaps they may leave him, and 
join with thoſe who have already rejected him. If he 
ſhould diſcover his peculiar principles ſo plainly, perhaps 
he would ſoon have but few hearers. And ſo this will 
not do. And'tis right, to diſſemble a little, in ſo good a cauſe. 
And beſides, if he himſelf does not believe their dofrines 
of faith, it is a hardſhip, to oblige him to lead his people, 
from time to time, to profeſs, in the moſt publick and 
ſolemn manner, their belief of them; and to keep back 
ſuch from ſpecial ordinances, who ſcruple to make ſuch 
a proſeſſion. To prevent all which difficulties, he firſt 
reads over heir old dofrines of faith, for a blind to the 
calviniſt part of his church; and. then. he expreſſes him- 
ſelf ſo as to leave thoſe whom he admits, at full liberty, 
to believe what they pleaſe, and yet be quite orthodox 
enough at the ſame time, to be admitted into the church 
of Chriſt,as his true and faithful followers.— But if this 
de the cale, does not one of our former queſtions need to be 
reconſidered, viz, © Is it of any importance, what men's 
principles be, if their lives are but good ?— For if indeed 
it is of no importance, and if pious frauds are juſtifiable,then 
we may all do as Mr. Dana does, But if i is of impor- 
tance, 
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tance, and if we muſt not diſſemble; how can \ big conduct 
be juſtified ? Or, how can any orthodox church in Ner- 
England ſafely receive members, by vertue of a 'recom- 
mendation from his church, as being ſound in the faith, 

when it is not known what their faith is? 


A ſpeedy and full anſwer to theſe queſtions will greatly 
oblige, 


Sir, * already very much obliged, 
and very humble ſervant, 


PAULINUS. 
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